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Kangaroo Island Catholic Community
(Part of the Fleurieu and Kangaroo Island Cluster of Catholic Parishes)

FIRST READING 
Wisdom 18:6-9
That night had been foretold 
to our ancestors, so that, once 
they saw what kind of oaths 
they had put their trust in, 
they would joyfully take 
courage.
This was the expectation of 
your people, the saving of the 
virtuous and the ruin of their 
enemies; for by the same act 
with which you took 
vengeance on our foes you 
made us glorious by calling 
us to you.
The devout children of 
worthy men offered sacrifice 
in secret and this divine pact 
they struck with one accord: 
that the saints would share 
the same blessings and 
dangers alike; and forthwith 
they had begun to chant the 
hymns of the fathers.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  
Ps 32:1,12,18-20,22
Happy the people the Lord has chosen 
to be his own.

SECOND READING
Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19
Only faith can guarantee the blessings 
that we hope for, or prove the 
existence of the realities that at 
present remain unseen. It was for faith 
that our ancestors were commended.
  
It was by faith that Abraham obeyed 
the call to set out for a country that 
was the inheritance given to him and 
his descendants, and that he set out 
without knowing where he was going. 
By faith he arrived, as a foreigner, in 
the Promised Land, and lived there as 
if in a strange country, with Isaac and 
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the 
same promise. They lived there in 
tents while he looked forward to a city 
founded, designed and built by God.
 It was equally by faith that Sarah, in 
spite of being past the age, was made 
able to conceive, because she believed 
that he who had made the promise 
would be faithful to it. Because of 
this, there came from one man, and 
one who was already as good as dead 

himself, more descendants than could 
be counted, as many as the stars of 
heaven or the grains of sand on the 
seashore.
  

All these died in faith, before 
receiving any of the things that had 
been promised, but they saw them in 
the far distance and welcomed them, 
recognising that they were only 
strangers and nomads on earth. People 
who use such terms about themselves 
make it quite plain that they are in 
search of their real homeland. They 
can hardly have meant the country 
they came from, since they had the 
opportunity to go back to it; but in 
fact they were longing for a better 
homeland, their heavenly homeland. 

That is why God is not ashamed to be 
called their God, since he has founded 
the city for them.
  

It was by faith that Abraham, when 
put to the test, offered up Isaac. He 
offered to sacrifice his only son even 
though the promises had been made to 
him and he had been told: It is 
through Isaac that your name will be 
carried on. He was confident that God 
had the power even to raise the dead; 
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KANGAROO ISLAND
CATHOLIC PARISH
Parish House: 22 Giles Street, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Phone: 8553 2132
Postal address: PO Box 749, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Email: cphkings@adam.com.au
Web: www.kicatholic.org.au

NOARLUNGA DOWNS 
CATHOLIC PRESBYTERY
Phone: 8382 1717

PARISH TEAM CONTACTS
PARISH PRIEST
Fr Josy Sebastian (8382 1717; 
in  emergency - 0452 524 169)
Fr Selva Raj (A/Priest - 8382 1717; 
selvarajpani@gmail.com)
Fr Jack Otto (A/Priest - 8382 1717;
0447 469 065; jacksjob@tpg.com.au)

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131)

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131, 
paclark@muckra.com.au)

(All items for the newsletter must be 
received no later than Tuesday 
evening.)

MASS CENTRES 
• KINGSCOTE: Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help, Cnr Giles/Todd Sts 
Sunday - 9.30am

• PARNDANA: Uniting Church, 
Cook Street 
2nd Sunday - 2.30pm

• PENNESHAW: St Columba’s 
Anglican Church, Cnr North 
Terrace and Fourth Street 
1st Sunday - 2.00pm

SPONSORSHIP
KANGAROO ISLAND 
TRANSFERS (0427 887 575) 
generously donate transport for our 
visiting Priests.

CHILD PROTECTION
Child Protection Unit 8210 8159
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National Vocations Awareness Week – Vocations come 
from families, communities and parishes.  Strong 
families and communities are the place where vocations 
are first nurtured.  In this National Vocations Awareness 
Week, let us pray for all families in our parish, and for 
those preparing for marriage.  Let us also pray that our 
parish community may always be welcoming and 
encouraging of vocations to marriage, priesthood and 
consecrated life. 

The End Is Near? 
 I was saddened a few years ago when a young person 
came to me upset. He was trying to live a Christian life, but 
he kept falling short. That worried him because some 
Christians had convinced him the world was ending soon. 
“I’m worried that Jesus won’t take me with him,” he said. 
  
There’s a lot of talk out there about the world’s end. Some 
Christian books predict exactly how and when it will 
happen. Some people even use fear about the world’s end 
and God’s judgment to motivate people to follow Jesus. 
  
Luke wrote this week’s Gospel for early Christians who 
expected Jesus to return fairly soon. He urges Christians to 
be prepared, but he is also sceptical of people who claim to 
know when or how he’s coming. 
  
That’s good advice for us. We don’t know how the world 
will end. People who claim to find details about it in the 
Scriptures usually are misreading the Bible. We need to 
steer clear of people who use fear tactics to spread the 
Gospel. Our God motivates through love, not fear, always 
reminding us that we’re loved despite our sins. So don’t 
worry about whether the world might end before you’re 
“good enough” in God’s eyes. 
  
It’s our job to wait, not worry. We wait by praying and 
worshipping. We wait by doing our best and acknowledging 
our shortcomings. We wait by serving the poor. We wait by 
opening up to people we trust. When you wait in these 
days, you’ll be surprised. Suddenly you’ll realise God’s 
grace and peace is with you – and the Master has arrived. 
  
Can you remember a time when you were suddenly 
surprised because you felt like God was with you? 
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PARISH NOTICES 
    
Next week: Mass Kingscote 9:30 AM 
                             Celebrant Fr Sam  
                            
Working bee after mass today. 
 
Caritas Australia are circulating a petition 
regarding climate change. You are invited to read 
and sign this petition which is available at the 
back of the Church 
 
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
 

  
 

July Priest Roster: 

4thAugust        11thAugust   18thAugust   25thAugust  

Fr Keiran Gill   Fr Jack         Fr Sam       Fr Josy 

Mass Roster:  

Today:                                  Next week:                                          

Readers: C Pahl L Grant.              A Clark P Clark. 

Gifts: A Gorman C Howson.          Mumford family 

Sp. Min. K Florence K Hammat.    S Semler G Glynn 

Cleaning / Coffee: H Mumford.      A Clark 

Please pray for those who have died………. 

Vincent (Barney) Redden. 

July anniversaries: Mary Banner, Joyce Bowbridge, Steven 
Browne, Terence Browne, David Buick, Irene Darcy, Don 
Christie, John Commerford, David Cooper, Allan Forst, Paul 
Glynn Jr, Henry Hughes, Annemie Huys, Mary Kildea, Hazel 
Keitel, Daniel Lydon, Dot  May, John Mertens, Rebecca 
Murch, Lorna Murphy, Winifred O’Daly, Margaret Rich, Joseph 
Ryan, Simon Slagter, Chris Slattery, Kathy Slotegraaf, 
Florence Tabor, Bracken Walker , Bill Willson, Owen Willson 
and all the faithful departed. 

. Please pray for those who are sick………. 

Charles Gorman, Maureen Dunn, Fr. Pat O’Keefe, Dalton 
Baynes, Jimmy Brown, Roy Gatton, Steven Childs. 

May all our sick parishioners, relatives and friends know the 
healing love of Christ through our actions and His healing 
presence. 

 Please contact Peter Clark or use the sheet on the table at the back of the 
Church to have names entered. For privacy reasons permission is required 
before names are submitted for entry in this bulletin. 
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DIVINE UNDERSTANDING

A number of years ago at a 
symposium on faith and 
evangelization, one of the speakers 
made a rather startling statement. 
She, a Christian activist, ended her 
presentation with words to this 
effect: I work for the poor and I do it 
out of my Christian faith. I’m 
committed to this because of Jesus, 
but I can go for three years on the 
streets without ever mentioning his 
name because I believe that God is 
mature enough that he doesn’t 
demand to be the center of our 
conscious attention all the time.

Like many others in the audience, 
I’d never heard a spiritual writer or 
preacher ever say this so bluntly. I’d 
heard biblical scholars speak of 
God’s self-emptying in the 
incarnation, of Christ’s burying 
himself into anonymity, and of God’s 
patience in being ignored, but I’d 
never heard anyone say so plainly 
that God doesn’t mind that we don’t 
give him explicit attention for long 
periods of time.

But is this true? Is God okay with 
this kind of neglect?

There’s an important truth here, 
though only if it’s sufficiently 
qualified. Taken as it stands this can 
be used to justify too many things 
(spiritual laziness, selfishness, 
excessive self-preoccupation, 
culpable resistance to deeper 
thought, excessive procrastination 
with what’s important, and countless 
other things) that are not good. But 
here’s its truth: God understands! 
God is a loving parent who 
understands the inattentiveness and 
self-preoccupation of his children.

God has not put us into this life 
primarily to see if we can keep our 
attention focused on him all the time. 
God intended for us to immerse 
ourselves in the things of this world 

without, of course, forgetting that 
these things are, at the end of the 
day, passing and that we’re destined 
for a life beyond this world. We’re 
not on this earth to be always 
thinking of the eternal, though we’re 
not on earth either to forget about the 
eternal.

However, because the unexamined 
life is less than human, we also need 
to have moments where we try to 
make God the center of our 
conscious awareness. We need 
regular moments of explicit prayer, 
of meditation, of contemplation, of 
worship, of Sabbath, of explicit 
acknowledgement of God and of 
explicit gratitude to God. We do 
need moments when we make 
ourselves consciously aware that 
there is a next life, an eternal one, 
beyond this present one. 

But, in the end, that’s not in 
competition with or in contradiction 
to our natural focus on the things of 
this life, namely, our day-to-day 
relationships, our families, our work, 
our concerns for health, and our 
natural focus on news, sports, 
entertainment, and enjoyment. These 
are what naturally draw our attention 
and, done in good will and honesty, 
will in the end help push our 
attention towards the deeper things 
and eventually towards God. The 
great mystic, John of the Cross, tells 
us that if we’re sincere and honest as 
we focus on the mundane things in 
our lives, deeper things will happen, 
unconsciously, under the surface and 
we will grow closer to God.

For example, the famed monk, Carlo 
Carretto, shares this story: After 
living many years alone as a hermit 
in the Sahara desert and spending 
countless hours in prayer and 
meditation, he went back to Italy to 
visit his mother. She was a woman 
who had raised a large family and 
who had gone through years of her 
life when she was too burdened with 
responsibility and duty to spend 

much time in explicit prayer. What 
Carretto discovered to his surprise 
was that she was more contemplative 
than he was, not because all those 
hours of explicit prayer as a monk 
weren’t good, but because all those 
selfless tasks his mother did in 
raising her family  and caring for 
others were very good.

 And God understands this. God 
understands that we’re human, 
spiritually frail, busy, and 
instinctually geared towards the 
things of this world so that we don’t 
naturally move towards prayer and 
church, and that even when we are at 
prayer or in church, we’re generally 
still distracted, tired, bored, 
impatient, thinking of other things, 
and longing for prayer and church to 
be over with.

It’s not easy to keep God as the 
center of our conscious attention; but 
God both knows this and is not 
unsympathetic.

Kate Bowler, coming at this from the 
Mennonite tradition, comments on 
what the Church calls “Ordinary 
time”, that is, those times during the 
year when, unlike the Advent, 
Lenten, Christmas, or Easter 
seasons, there is nothing special to 
celebrate. What happens then? Well, 
what happens then is that things get 
“ordinary”: “There is no birth at the 
manger or death on the cross, just 
the ponderous pace of people 
singing, praying, and keeping their 
kids quiet during the sermon. The 
magic fades and reveals the church 
for what it is: a plain people in a 
boring building who meet until 
kickoff.” 

Yes, most of the time that’s us, plain 
people in boring buildings waiting 
for the kickoff. And God understands 
perfectly.

You can read, or download, Ron 
Rolheiser’s weekly columns from his 
website at: www.ronrolheiser.com 
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Ron Rolheiser column
Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman Catholic priest and member of the Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate, is president of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. He is a 
community-builder, lecturer and writer. His books are popular throughout the English-
speaking world and his weekly column is carried by more than sixty newspapers worldwide.
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will come on a day he does not 
expect and at an hour he does not 
know. The master will cut him off 
and send him to the same fate as the 
unfaithful.
  

The servant who knows what his 
master wants, but has not even 
started to carry out those wishes, will 
receive very many strokes of the lash. 
The one who did not know, but 
deserves to be beaten for what he has 
done, will receive fewer strokes. 
When a man has had a great deal 
given him, a great deal will be 
demanded of him; when a man has 
had a great deal given him on trust, 
even more will be expected of him.’

DID YOU KNOW
• According to Roman custom, a day 

was reckoned from midnight to 
midnight, and the night divided 
into four watches. Jewish custom 
was to reckon a day from sunset to 
sunset, and the night was divided 
into three watches.
 

• A Jewish wedding consisted of the 
groom going in procession to the 
home of the bride, where the 
wedding took place and a feast was 
held. After this celebration, the 
groom returned to his own home 
with his bride to begin their life 
together. 

THIS WEEK’S READINGS
(12 - 18 August)

• Monday, 12: Weekday, Ord Time 19 
(Deut 10:12-22; Mt 17:22-27)

• Tuesday, 13: Weekday, Ord Time 19 
(Deut 31:1-8; Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14)

• Wednesday, 14: St Maximilian Mary 
Kolbe (Deut 34:1-12; Mt 18:15-20) 

• Thursday, 15: The ASSUMPTION of 
the BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
(Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16, 16:1-2; 1 
Cor 15:54-57; Lk 11:27-28. Day: 
Apoc 11:19, 12:1-6, 10; 1 Cor 
15:20-26; Lk 1:39-56)

• Friday, 16: Weekday, Ord Time 19 
(Joshua 24:1-13; Mt 19:3-12) 

• Saturday, 17: Weekday, Ord Time 19 
(Joshua 24:14-29; Mt 19:13-15)

• Sunday 18: 20th  Sunday in Ordinary 
Time (Jer 38:4-6, 8-10; Heb 12:1-4; 
Lk 12:49-53) 

REGULAR MASS TIMES IN
OUR CLUSTER CHURCHES

ALDINGA 
Mary of Galilee, the First Disciple 

cnr Quinliven and How Roads
Saturday 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.15am 

GOOLWA
St John the Apostle, 10-14 Gardiner St

Sunday 9.00am
Wednesday 9.30am

KINGSCOTE 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
cnr Todd and Giles Streets

Sunday 9.30am

NOARLUNGA
St Luke, the Evangelist, 

cnr Honeypot Rd and Goldsmith Dve
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am

1st Sunday 11am (Spanish Mass)
2nd Sunday 2.00pm (Filipino Mass) 

Sunday (Youth Mass) 5.30pm
Monday 9.00am
Tuesday 9.00am  

Wednesday 7.30pm
Thursday 8.15am (St Luke’s)

Thursday 9.15am (St John’s - term time)
Friday 10.00am

NORMANVILLE
St Peter, Cape Jervis Road

1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays 10.30am
2nd, 4th Sundays 8.30am

1st Friday 6.00pm

PARNDANA
2nd Sunday 2.30pm

PENNESHAW
St Columba, North Terrace 

(shared with Anglicans)
1st Sunday 2.00pm

SEAFORD
Seaford Ecumenical Mission, 

Grand Bvd
Sunday 10.45am

Wednesday 9.00am

VICTOR HARBOR
St Joan of Arc, 30 Seaview Road

Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 11.00am
Tuesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday 9.00am
1st Friday Benediction following Mass

WILLUNGA
St Joseph, 12 St Judes Street
1st, 3rd, 5th  Sundays 8.30am

2nd, 4th Sundays 10.30am
Wednesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday 9.00am

and so, figuratively speaking, he was 
given back Isaac from the dead.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Mt 24:42, 44
Alleluia, alleluia!
Be watchful and ready: you know 
not when the Son of Man is coming.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
Luke 12:32-48
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘There is 
no need to be afraid, little flock, for it 
has pleased your Father to give you 
the kingdom.
  

‘Sell your possessions and give alms. 
Get yourselves purses that do not 
wear out, treasure that will not fail 
you, in heaven where no thief can 
reach it and no moth destroy it. For 
where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also.
  

‘See that you are dressed for action 
and have your lamps lit. Be like men 
waiting for their master to return from 
the wedding feast, ready to open the 
door as soon as he comes and knocks. 
Happy those servants whom the 
master finds awake when he comes. I 
tell you solemnly, he will put on an 
apron, sit them down at table and wait  
on them. It may be in the second 
watch he comes, or in the third, but 
happy those servants if he finds them 
ready. You may be quite sure of this, 
that if the householder had known at 
what hour the burglar would come, he 
would not have let anyone break 
through the wall of his house. You too 
must stand ready, because the Son of 
Man is coming at an hour you do not 
expect.’
Peter said, ‘Lord, do you mean this 
parable for us, or for everyone?’ The 
Lord replied, ‘What sort of steward, 
then, is faithful and wise enough for 
the master to place him over his 
household to give them their 
allowance of food at the proper time? 
Happy that servant if his master’s 
arrival finds him at this employment. I 
tell you truly, he will place him over 
everything he owns. But as for the 
servant who says to himself, “My 
master is taking his time coming,” and 
sets about beating the menservants 
and the maids, and eating and 
drinking and getting drunk, his master 

(Continued from page 1)

PASTORAL CARE
If you (or someone you know) is house-bound, in hospital or in residential care and 

would appreciate a visit from a Priest or someone from the Parish, please let us know. 
Contact: Noarlunga/Seaford (8382 1717), Willunga (0488 287 552), 

Victor Harbor/Goolwa (8552 1084), Kangaroo Island (0418 819 078).
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